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THE PARENT/TEACHER PARTNERSHIP 
The transition to secondary school marks a significant 
shift in a learner’s academic life, characterised by 
increased subject complexity, greater independence, 
and evolving social pressures. While learners are 
encouraged to take ownership of their learning, their 
ultimate success is critically dependent on a supportive 
ecosystem. This ecosystem is maximised when 
parents and teachers establish open communication 
and commit to working together as a unified team to 
support the learners academic, emotional, and social 
growth.

One of the most immediate benefits of strong 
collaboration is the creation of consistency and 
reinforcement between the classroom and the home 
environment. When teachers communicate academic 
expectations such as Independent Study deadlines, or 
study strategies, parents are empowered to provide 
targeted, timely support. This continuity prevents 
students from exploiting gaps between the two 
environments, ensuring that academic standards 
are reinforced rather than contradicted. A unified 
front ensures that study habits, time management, 
and discipline are practiced universally, preventing 
learning decay and directly correlating to improved 
test scores and overall academic attainment. 
Moreover, by sharing insights, teachers gain a deeper 
understanding of any home-based challenges (like 
living between two homes or not having a quiet study 
space), allowing them to adjust their approach and 
provide more equitable support.

Furthermore, collaboration is essential for early problem 
identification and holistic well-being. Secondary 
school is a period of intense developmental change, 
making learners susceptible to stress, emotional 
difficulties, or peer conflicts. A teacher may observe a 
sudden dip in concentration or poor peer interaction, 
while a parent might notice changes in mood, sleep 
patterns, or motivation. By actively sharing these 
observations, educators and guardians can recognise 

emerging issues: whether academic gaps, peer group 
issues, or mental health concerns, before they escalate 
into major obstacles. This proactive approach allows 
for swifter and more effective intervention, ensuring 
the learners emotional foundation remains stable 
enough for optimal learning to occur.

Finally, a strong parent-teacher partnership fosters 
a powerful sense of shared goal-setting and learner 
accountability. When learners observe that the two 
most influential adult figures in their life are aligned 
on their goals, be they subject grade improvements, 
GCSE test preparation, or behavioral targets, they 
internalise the importance of their educational 
journey. This partnership turns abstract expectations 
into concrete, actionable plans. Knowing that their 
progress is being monitored by a committed, united 
team increases learner motivation and ensures 
higher levels of accountability for their actions and 
commitments. This collaborative vigilance acts as a 
vital safety net, especially during adolescence when 
learners are navigating complex social dynamics 
alongside their educational requirements.

The success of a learner in secondary school is 
not achieved in isolation but through a cohesive 
partnership. Effective parent-teacher communication 
lays the foundation for academic consistency, 
enables swift and crucial emotional intervention, 
and builds a scaffolding of accountability and 
motivation. By presenting a unified front, educators 
and guardians create the most robust environment 
possible for learners to thrive during one of the most 
transformative phases of their development.

With the above in mind please be advised that Parent 
Time slots are available for any parent/carer who 
wishes to speak to a member of the Leadership Team 
regarding their child/children. These are available 
Mon-Thur inclusive 3-4pm. Booking is not required. 
Please understand that a designated member of the 
Leadership Team will be available during each of these 



times, who will be able to triage and where necessary, 
will arrange subsequent meetings with additional 
and/or other colleagues if required on a case by case 
basis. 

We would respectfully remind our families that this is 
the access point available to them, should they have 
a matter they would like to discuss. This does not 
negate an email or phone call directly from parents 
to a staff member (a Cohort Leader, for example) 
to be able to liaise and arrange a planned meeting. 
Parents arriving during the school day with no pre-
agreed meeting however, is not something that can 
be accommodated within a working school day, as I’m 
sure you can understand - much in the same way that 
this would not be feasible within a healthcare setting, 
for example. Thanks as ever for your continued 
support. 

Have a good weekend.
James Munro

(Deputy Headteacher)

TICKETS ON SALE - £3.00
MONDAY 6 OCT

LIBRARY AT LUNCHTIME

We have printed a ticket for every child 
in C7 so no-one will miss out on the 

spooky fun.





Dates for the Diary
Tues 7 October Vaccinations - please ensure consent is given

Wed 8 and Thurs 9 October C11 PE Practicals

Thurs 9 October National Theatre Workshop (C9 drama learners)

Tues 14 October C11 Revision Training

Thurs 16 October C7 Halloween Disco

20 Oct - 31 Oct Half term holidays (2 weeks)


