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Happy Friday everyone, and wishing you all a restful 
two week half-term.   When we return, November will 
be in full swing and Christmas will be on us in no time. 
In the meantime, there is much for us to do in school. 
I don’t know about you but whenever I hear the word 
‘lockdown’ I am taken back to that fateful day in March 
2020. The concept of lockdown has therefore become 
a familiar part of our language. However, these days, 
in schools at least, it has come to refer to something 
else. Just like a fire drill, a lockdown drill has become 
a part of the safety measures that are routinely used 
in schools. This is of course, not because of specific 
heightened risk but because it is always prudent to 
plan for emergency situations.

People often go straight to one place when they hear 
about the need for a lockdown - it’s usually influenced 
by the types of lockdowns we sometimes see in the 
US. Those sorts of emergencies are not commonplace 
in the UK so our lockdowns tend to cover a broader 
range of emergencies.

The safety of the learners in our school, as well as the 
safety of the school staff and visitors is very important 
to us. In order to maintain a safe environment for our 
children to learn, it is necessary that we practise our 
emergency and crisis response plans from time to 
time.

I am letting you know about this now as when we 
return we will hold a lockdown drill at some point 
before Christmas. Unlike fire procedures, which in 
most cases mean evacuating to an external assembly 
area, this will most likely require ‘invacuation’ to a 
safe area(s). A lockdown procedure is perhaps better 
described as an ‘invacuation’ - using temporary refuge 
areas, these are places that are safer than immediately 
evacuating the school in an emergency. This could be 
in response to an internal or external incident so that 
the incident may be managed more effectively whilst 
maintaining safety.

The types of emergencies that could require a 
lockdown are:

•	 A hazardous spill where there is a risk from 
poisonous fumes

•	 A dangerous situation taking place in the vicinity 
of the school

•	 A civil disturbance
•	 The presence or possible unauthorised person(s) 
•	 In instances, including domestic breakdowns, 

where estranged parties are attempting to take 
pupils without authorisation.

•	 In instances where people on the school site 
become a threat to the wellbeing of others.

•	 If a dangerous animal is on the premises.
•	 In an extreme weather event causing the pupils to 

be at risk.

We do understand that a lockdown drill could be 
a cause of some anxiety, especially for our more 
vulnerable learners. Talking about the drill at home 
with your child may also help to alleviate unnecessary 
anxiety. Depending upon the nature of the lockdown, 
learners will need to remain in the room they are 
in and staff will ensure that windows and doors are 
closed/locked with learners positioned away from 
possible sightlines. Phones and entrances will not be 
manned. Staff and learners on corridors at the time of 
the lockdown will be told to enter the nearest room 
where there are adults present. Once sufficient time 
has elapsed, the all clear signal will be given.  

In the event of a real lockdown

In the event of a real lockdown event we will notify 
you as soon as practicable via the school’s message 
service, website and Facebook. To ensure everyone’s 
safety, we ask that, in the event of a real lockdown, 
parents and carers refrain from coming onto site; this 
may hinder any emergency services action that needs 
to take place. 



Our procedure aims to minimise disruption to the 
learning environment whilst ensuring the safety of all 
learners and staff.

In the same way that we hold practice fire drills, we 
will be holding a lockdown drill during this next half 
term. I am sure you will want to discuss this with your 
child to reinforce the message that the school is a safe 
place and that the drill is to ensure everyone knows 
what to do in a real situation. 

Information will be shared at the earliest opportunity 
following the lockdown and our review of it.

Thank you for your support and cooperation. Have a 
safe half term.

James Saunders

https://issuu.com/honywoodschool/docs/safeguarding_newsletter_031_october_25?ff
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Dates for the Diary
Wed 5 Nov- Thurs 6 Nov C7 Geography walks to Coggeshall

20 October - 31 October Half term holidays (2 weeks)

Mon 3 November Non Learner Day - Staff only in school

Tues 4 November Flu Vaccinations Day 2 (please ensure consent is given)

Fri 7 November C11 v Staff Remembrance Football Match

Thurs 13 November C9 Parents Evening

Fri 14 November C11 Deadend Theatre Performance


